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GSTAT Appeal Filing
Workshop

Procedure. Drafting. Hearing. Relief.

- GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop



SECTION 1 — OPENING FRAMEWORK

GSTAT Appeal Filing

From Dispute Record to Final Relief

GSTAT appeal is the second appellate
stage under GST.

O
O
O

LM,
o
T

It usually starts after the first appeal or
revision order.

T > —»

The objective is to challenge an adverse order. @ @

The final goal is clear and enforceable relief.

Dispute Portal Tribunal Final
Record Filing Hearing Relief

=== GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop



SECTION 1 — OPENING FRAMEWORK

Core Message

Appeal filing is not clerical uploading.

It is a litigation strategy.

It combines law, facts, documents and
procedure.

e A weak record leads to a weak appeal.

¢ A strong appeal starts before GSTAT filing.

=== GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop



SECTION 1 — OPENING FRAMEWORK

The GSTAT Mindset

Think like an appellate practitioner.

Do not merely repeat earlier submissions.

Identify exact errors in the impugned order.

\_. .

Support every argument with record and law.

Ask for precise relief from the Tribunal.

=== GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop




SECTION 1 — OPENING FRAMEWORK

Session Roadmap

Record — File — Draft — Plead — Argue — Close

Record: build the case file.

* File: complete portal compliance.

e Draft: prepare facts, grounds and prayer.

* Plead: reply, rejoinder and applications. @

e Argue: assist the Bench with clarity. Record

e Close: read order and take next action.

=== GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop



SECTION 2 — GST CASE LIFE CYCLE

GST Dispute Life Cycle

Every GST dispute follows a record trail.

® |nvestigation or audit creates the first record.

® SCN defines the proposed demand.

® Reply creates the taxpayer’s defence.

—9——6——0——0—— 00—
® Personal hearing records oral submissions. Investigation SCN Reply Personal Order
or Audit Hearing

® Order decides the issue at adjudication stage.

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop



SECTION 2 — GST CASE LIFE CYCLE

From Order to Appeal

Every appeal challenges an existing order.

* Order-in-Original is passed by adjudicating authority.

e First appeal is filed before Appellate Authority.

GSTAT Appeal
: : g y y - Challenges the
e QOrder-in-Appeal decides the first appeal. @ appellate of
I Order-in- revision order
| | |
e GSTAT appeal challenges the appellate or — @ - Appeal (OIA) | _
it ( Decides the Tribunal examines
revision order. " First Appeal first appeal legality, correctness
@ ol Filed before and relief
® Tribunal examines legality, corre¢tness and relief. Grilard Appellate
Sas Authority
Original (OIO)
Passed by
adjudicating

== GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop authority



SECTION 2 — GST CASE LIFE CYCLE

Tribunal Does Not Start Fresh

GSTAT tests the record: it does not recreate it.

e Tribunal usually works on existing record.

e New evidence is not automatic.

e Missing documents create practical difficulty.
e Earlier admissions may affect later arguments.

e Record discipline is therefore essential.

=== GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop

APPEAL RECORD
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|B| Order-in-Original
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|E| Statement of Facts

@ Submissions
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E] Evidence on Record

L@}] Annexures

E:J CDHESDDndencE

E_F;j Precedents Citeq




SECTION 2 — GST CASE LIFE CYCLE

Case Record Is the Foundatuon

Bad record cannot support good drafting.

SCN must be carefully studied.

e Replies must be traced issue-wise.

e Hearing submissions should be available.

OIO and OIA findings must be mapped. Ena i Sepiieci (8 o0 T | B SVISENCE

NOTICES & ' ONS FINDINGS ; INDEX
SUBMISSIONS -}

e Evidence must be properly indexed.

=== GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop



SECTION 2 — GST CASE LIFE CYCLE

One Case, One Story

The appeal must tell a consistent story.

Facts should not change at every stage.

Grounds should flow from the record.

Prayer should match the dispute.

Computation should match documents. Facts Grounds Prayer Computation Relief

Relief should be commercially meaningful.

=== GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop



SECTION 3 — PRE-FILING CONTROL CHECKS
(€1 ) DOST
Fifea off & v e ot

First Control Check
Maintainability comes before merits.
0 Check whether the order is appealable. Order Person

Jurisdiction ¥50,000
Threshold

— — ﬁ#/ =—

v / V. o
o Check whether the appellant is an aggrieved person. , Ez'ﬁ\, O | |

N
_,_-'-".'-_-_-""hu.

Check whether GSTAT has jurisdiction.

E)-

o Monetary threshold is not an automatic bar;
it is a discretion filter.

GSTAT may refuse to admit an appeal where
disputed tax / ITC / fine / fee / penalty
does not exceed ¥50,000.

Discretionary

Is the order Is the appellant an Does GSTAT have May refuse to admit
; appealable? aggrieved person? jurisdiction? ‘
o Do not draft on merits before HE Disputed tax / ITC /
. e i fine / fee / penalty
clearing maintainability. i esad

50,0007

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop | Legal basis: CGST Act, 2017 — Section 112(1) & 112(2).



SECTION 3 — PRE-FILING CONTROL CHECKS

Limitation Chec

Time limit is the first litigation risk.

® Taxpayer appeal: within 3 months.
® Department application: within 6 months.

® Cross-objection: within 45 days of notice.
® Appeal / application delay: further 3 months
on sufficient cause.

® Cross-objection delay: further 45 days
on sufficient cause.

@ Count from communication / receipt
of the order or notice.

TAXPAYER APPEAL

File appeal before
Appellate Tribunal

DEPARTMENT
APPLICATION

File application before
Appellate Tribunal

CROSS-OBJECTION
% File cross-objection
before Appellate Tribunal

COMMUNICATION / RECEIPT DATE

Order / Notice Received

3 MONTHS

45 DAYS

CONDONATION WINDOW

Further 3 months on
sufficient cause

CONDONATION WINDOW

Further 3 months on
sufficient cause

CONDONATION WINDOW

Further 45 days on
sufficient cause

@ All time limits commence from the communication / receipt of the order or notice.

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop | Legal basis: CGST Act, Section 112(1), (3), (5) and (6)



SECTION 3 — PRE-FILING CONTROL CHECKS

Pre-Deposit Check

Deposit condition affects admission and stay.

PRE-DEPOSIT
R———— REQUIRED
N
. . . [ Admltted tax PRE‘DEPOSIT CAP
¢ Pay full admitted tax, interest, fine, fee and penalty. Ery , e ;
yeley interest, fine, ' F20 crore
e fee and penalty
A
* Pay 10% of remaining disputed tax. TRIBUNAL FILE + .
= 10% PENALTY-ONLY ORDER
® This is in addition to first appeal pre-deposit. a 5 rem;ning ® ¢ 10% of
disputed tax | | disputed penalty
® Pre-deposit cap: ¥20 crore. + -
. ™
B In addition to i‘ BALANCE RECOVERY
® Penalty-only order: 10% of disputed penalty. =| first appeal o DEEMED STAYED
Elecger agit Till disposal of appeal

® Balance recovery is deemed stayed till disposal.

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop | Legal basis: CGST Act, Section 112(8) and (9)



SECTION 3 — PRE-FILING CONTROL CHECKS

Demand Reconciliation

Figures must speak the same language.

® Compare SCN demand with OlO demand.

® Compare OIO demand with OIA confirmed demand.

® Compare order demand with portal demand.
® |dentify admitted and disputed portions.

® Explain every difference in a working sheet.

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop

Particulars

Total Demand

Amount (%)

OIO DEMAND OIA / PORTAL DEMAND

Particulars Amount () Particulars Amount ()

Total Demand | Total Demand _

i J

R

@ Admitted Portion

@ Disputed Portion



SECTION 3 — PRE-FILING CONTROL CHECKS

Document Readiness

Do not start filing with missing or defective papers.

Keep the impugned order and underlying order
set ready.

Include SCN, reply, RUDs and key supporting
evidence.

All documents should be clearly legible, paged,
indexed and tagged.

Non-English documents must be accompanied
by an English translation.

The matter is not set down for hearing until
translation requirement is satisfied.

O 0 0 0 0 O

Keep authorisation / vakalatnama ready.

=== (GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop ‘ Legal basis: GSTAT Procedure Rules, 2025 — Rules 21, 23 & 115.

?@ IMPUGNED ORDER

E% UNDERLYING ORDER
SCN & REPLY
) RuDs/EVIDENCE
@ TRANSLATION

(O  AUTHORISATION
= A

.

-
APPEAL DOCUMENTS




SECTION 3 — PRE-FILING CONTROL CHECKS

Pre-Filing Dossier
Create one master appeal folder.
e (01_Order under challenge

e 02_Original proceedings

e (03_First appeal record

¢ 04_Demand computation

I Payment and L

Authorisation ’;f

¢ 05_Draft appeal | -’

e (06_Payment and authorisation

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop



SECTION 4 — E-FILING AND PORTAL DISCIPLINE

GSTAT Portal Is the Registry

Treat portal filing as court filing.

Portal is not only a technical platform.

GSTAT PORTAL

It is the filing interface of the Tribunal. 'h My Cases

i APPEAL NO. 12312024

Uploaded documents become part of proceedings. |~ Teaaiaie

ﬁ APPEAL NO. 1252024
Fiied

Documents

* Notices and communications may come electronically.

‘ wemorandurm of Appedl

* Dashboard monitoring is part of litigation work.

B e [Bundie]

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop



SECTION 4 — E-FILING AND PORTAL DISCIPLINE

E-Filing Workflow

Prepare = Upload - Pay — Sign = Submit

Prepare appeal and attachments.
e Upload correct PDF documents.

e Fill order and demand details.

e Pay applicable fee and pre-deposit.

PREPARE UPLOAD PAY SIGN SUBMIT
° D|g|ta||y sign and submit. Prepare appeal Upload correct Pay applicable fee Digitally sign Track acknowledgement
and attachments. PDF documents. and pre-deposit. and submit. and defects.
e Track acknowledgement and defects.
- - < @ o

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop



SECTION 4 — E-FILING AND PORTAL DISCIPLINE

Representative Readiness

Authorised Representative must be properly authorised
and portal-ready.

e File vakalatnama / memorandum of appearance /
letter of authorisation.

e Ensure it contains the information required
in GSTAT FORM-04.

e Check representative registration and portal details
in advance.

e |f the representative is changed, written consent of
the existing representative is normally needed.

e |f consent is refused, seek Tribunal permission
after revocation.

e [ast-minute authorisation defects delay filing
and hearing.

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop

Authorised
Representative

o
Ol

GSTAT Portal >
Login

Dashboard Representative Login

o Jser Il

fr
[:j Appeals
B

E-File
Representatives

]
Settings @  Enter Captcha

@ Secure Access

B ¢ K Db

Name

Representative ID

Email

Mobile

Registration Status

Rohit Sharma
REP123456
rohit.sharma@lawfirm.in
+91 98765 43210

Active

CHANGE OF REPRESENTATIVE — NORMAL PROCESS

Existing Consent / Revocation

Representative « Written consent of existing
representative (normally required)
« If consent is refused, seek
Tribunal permission after revocation

GSTAT FORM-04

AUTHORIZATION /
AUTHORISATION LETTER

|/We hereby authorise
Rohit Sharma

to act and represent

us in proceedings before
the Goods and Services Tax
Appellate Tribunal (GSTAT).

s

Authorised Signatory L

y @
[
New

Representative

Legal basis: GSTAT Procedure Rules, 2025 — Rules 72 & 73; GSTAT FORM-04.



SECTION 4 — E-FILING AND PORTAL DISCIPLINE

PDF Quality Matters

Defective PDFs create avoidable Registry objections.
GOOD PDF DEFECTIVE PDF
Clear. Organised. Searchable. Blurry. Unorganised. Unreliable.
® Use clean, legible and searchable scans. r
=_— M i B IMG_0007.pdf
K d l. I. d i d d [ T11ZU E‘: ¢ STATEMENT OF F; % f = o
. - ! ACTS N
eep documents clearly paged, inaexe T~ > =
i { TR ‘ B n_final.pdf
and tagged firmly. 3 ‘ ] e
121-240 |
e Split large records into logical volumes. . : | e n
3 =
_ _ 241-360 | | =
® Use clear file names and organised folders. - ; ] i
II
i = L ks JI
® Non-English documents must carry an Page 1of 120 - i i § N
) . 1081-1200 —— - Fr and more
English translation. -
o Proceadiiaiis not set down for heaiin [N Translation attached No translation attached
g g A§ English translation provided Translation missing or unclear

until translation requirement is satisfied.

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop Legal basis: GSTAT Procedure Rules, 2025 — Rules 21(6), 23 & 115.



SECTION 4 — E-FILING AND PORTAL DISCIPLINE

File Naming Protocol

Good filing begins with good naming. e L = 85
Name

o APLO5_Detailed_Appeal = B pLo_Detaied_Apped

= lmpugnEd—Order—OIA ﬁ a Impugned_Order_OIA

. Order_in_Ofigina| @ Order_in_Original

e SCN_and_Annexures 9 SCN_and_Annexures

Reply_and_Evidence

Reply_and_Evidence

* Pre_Deposit_Proof e SepasttaRidt

®®®®®®

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop



SECTION 4 — E-FILING AND PORTAL DISCIPLINE

Portal Preview Is Critical

Preview is the last internal audit. T GSTAT Portal

Draft Documents Preview Submit
§ Preview Before Submission
e Check appellant and respondent details.
Case Information Financial Details
eal Type eal under Section 7 Demand ¥ 25,00,000 @)
e Check order number and date. i o ool . | [
Appellant ABC Pvt. Ltd. @ Disputed Amount % 18,75,000 @)
= esponden ssistant Commissioner @ Pre-Deposit ¥ 5,00,000 ()
e Check demand and disputed amount. . canconag @
Order Number ZA/2024-25/156 ©@ Uibded Desimnants )
e Check uploaded documents. b e © B wos vetsted spveatoat [
Place of Hearing Mumbai Bench @ E Impugned_Order_OIA.pdf

e Check prayer and attachments. B orderin Originalpa

r
Frape a SCN_and_Annexures.pdf
It is respectfully prayed that the impugned order be set aside and

® Su bmit only after com plete rEViEW. relief be granted in favour of the appellant.

B Reply_and_Evidence.pdf

E Pre_Deposit_Proof pdf

All required information and documents are complete. .
e Submit Appeal
Ready for submission.

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop



SECTION 5 — FORM GST APL-05

APL-05 Is the Appeal Face

It creates the first impression.
¢ |t identifies the appellant.

e |t identifies the impugned order.
e |t states the dispute amount.
¢ |t links the appeal documents.

® |t leads to Tribunal registration.

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop

)

APPEAL COVER SHEET
TO BE FILED BEFORE THE TRIBUNAL

n APPEALANT DETAILS

MName of Appeliant :  ABC Enterprises Pwi. Ltd.

GSTIN : 2TABCDE1234F125

Address 1 201, Crescent Towers, 5.B. Road,
Pune = 411001, Maharashtra

Status :  Appellant

IMPUGNED ORDER DETAILS

Order Type 1 Assessment Order

Order No. : ZA2703240001234

Order Date . 24/03/2024

Issued By : Assistant Commissioner of State Tax,

Range - 2, Pune

H DISPUTE AMOUNT

Tax Amount : o R15,75,000
Interest : T1,25000
Penalty : ¥2,00,000
Total Dispute Amount :  ¥19,00,000

LINKED APPEAL DOCUMENTS

Document

Statement of Facts
Grounds of Appeal
Impugned Onder (Copy)

Annexures

R TR

Vakalatnama

H TRIBUNAL REGISTRATION

Place : Mumbai Signature
Date  :  24/05/2024 Name
Designation

i Description

Chronolegy and facts of the case
Detailed grounds of appeal
Certified copy of the order
Supporting documents

Authorisation to represent

 Got

1 Authorised Signatory

i Director = Taxation

(¢2-1) DOST

e ot 2 st i o



SECTION 5 — FORM GST APL-05

APL-05 Must Be Accurate

Small errors can create large procedural risk.

e Wrong order details may create defect.
e Wrong amount may affect pre-deposit.

e Wrong jurisdiction may affect listing.

* Wrong representative details may affect communication.

¢ Wrong attachments may delay registration.

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop

(¢} DOST

it ot & afi i it

.

El appeLLANT DETAILS
_________________ Name of Appellant
GSTIN

Address

Status

IMPUGMED ORDER DETAILS
Order Type 3
Order No.
Order Date
Isswed By

DISPUTE AMOUNT
Tax Amgunt

Interest

Penalty

Total Dispute Amount

n JURISDICTION
Tribunal
Bench

H REPRESENTATIVE DETAILS
Mame
Membership No.
Email

| I' PRE-SUBMISSIONCHECK
Mobile

| @ Order Details

LINKED APPEAL DOCUMENTS

| @ Amount S.No, Document
: 1 Statement of Facts
@ Jurisdiction Grounds of Appeal
3 Impugned Crder (Copy)

| @ Repres:entaiiueﬂﬂﬂ"ls '

Annexures

Wakalstnama

@ Attachments

1 Appellant

: Assesement Order f
. ZAZ7032024001234 [/
T 24/03/2024
: Aasistant Commissicng

i RL25.000
¢ TL25,000
t 22,50,000

. ¥5,00,000

;  Maharashtra Appellate Tribunal
. Pune Bench

APL-05

APPEAL COVER SHEET
TO BE FILED BEFORE THE TRIBUNAL

1 ABC Enterprises Pvi. Ltd.
i 2TABCDEL234F1Z5
: 201, Crescent Towers, 5.8, Road,

Pune = 411001, Maharashira

Range = 2, Pune

i Mr. Rohan Sharma

¢ MAH/2345/2015

. rohansharma@iegaitadvisors.in

: +919B8765 43210
Dascription Pages
Cheenology and facts of the case 1-6
Datailed logal grounds =15

16-22
23-40

Certified copy of the ander
Supporting documents

Authafzation o replesant

@
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SECTION 5 — FORM GST APL-05 awrfaw oft & $iR g o

APL-05 Alignment Check

Form, draft and documents must match. ot s e —_— Demand Sheet

® APL-05 must match the impugned order. —| L o . m

-8 - ‘;1
® Statement of facts must match the record. _0 :° —0 £ 0 D

® (Grounds must match disputed issues.

® Prayer must match the relief sought. L L J J

® Demand sheet must match payment proof.

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop



SECTION 5 — FORM GST APL-05

Defect Cure Timeline

Provisional acknowledgement is not final filing.

» Defective filing may be returned on scrutiny.

* Cure defects within 7 working days of return.

» Registrar may allow reasonable further time.

 Total time generally cannot exceed 30 days
from filing.

» Final acknowledgement with appeal number
completes filing.

Q o

Filing of Appeal Defect Scrutiny 7 Working Days
Appeal submitted Registry scrutinises to Cure
via Form GST APL-05. submission and may Clire défiacte wilsh
return if defective. 7 working days
of return.

N

7 WORKING DAYS
iy

On failure, the matter goes before the Registrar.
—@— > —@— > —@— >

n R

A

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop | Legal basis: CGST Rule 110; GSTAT Procedure Rules, 2025 Rule 24

i
6—> —b6—

Registrar Stage Final Acknowledgement

If not cured within with Appeal Number
7 working days, Filing is complete on
matter goes before issuance of final
the Registrar. acknowledgement

with appeal number.



SECTION 5 — FORM GST APL-05

Court Fee Check

Verify the correct fee before filing.

ﬁ COURT FEE CHECK

APPEAL / RESTORATION FEE
%1,000 per %1 lakh of Tax / ITC / Fine / Penalty

@ o

e Minimum fee: ¥5,000. MINIMUM per ¥1 lakh MAXIMUM
% 5,000 % 25,000

e Appeal / restoration fee: 1,000 per 21 lakh.

e Maximum fee: 325,000.

e |Afee: ¥5,000. @ @ @

RECTIFICATION
e s el APPLICATION
% 5,000 for departmental

authority NO FEE

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop |  Legal basis: CGST Rule 110(5) and (6); GSTAT Rule 119 and Schedule of Fees

e No appeal fee for departmental authority.

e Rectification application: no fee.




SECTION 6 — DRAFTING ARCHITECTURE

Drafting Has Three Pillars
Facts. Grounds. Prayer. m
TRIBUNAL

Facts explain what happened.

Grounds explain why the order is wrong.
e Prayer explains what relief is sought.

e Evidence supports facts and grounds.

Drafting must be structured and precise.

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop
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SECTION 6 — DRAFTING ARCHITECTURE

Drafting Rule

% APPEAL DRAFT STRUCTURE
One paragraph, one point.
One paragraph, one point. ~ L BACTS
State material facts in numbered paragraphs.
® Divide the appeal into consecutively 1
numbered paragraphs. 2

® Each paragraph should deal with one separate 3

fact, allegation or point.
. GROUNDS

® Grounds should be under distinct heads and Set out each ground under a distinct head.

separately numbered. 1
2

® Keep facts, grounds and prayer
properly structured. 3

® Draft on readable A4 format with
sufficient spacing.

. PRAYER

State the relief(s) sought in numbered paragraphs.

@

® Make the draft easy for the Bench to follow.

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop Legal basis: GSTAT Procedure Rules, 2025 — Rules 18 & 20.



SECTION 6 — DRAFTING ARCHITECTURE

Statement of Facts

Facts are the verified story of the case.

* Mention parties and registration details.
* Mention tax period and dispute nature.
* Mention SCN, reply and hearing dates.

* Mention OIO and OIA findings.

* Mention demand confirmed and disputed.

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop

&
5
&
K
9

CASE CHRONOLOGY

Parties & Registration
Details

Tax Period

Dispute Nature

SCN Issued

Reply Submitted

Hearing Dates

OIO Findings

OIA Findings

Demand Status

Appellant: ABC Pvt. Ltd.
GSTIN: 29ABCDE1234F1Z5

01.07.2019 to 30.06.2020

Disallowance of ITC and
alleged short payment of tax

15.09.2021

30.09.2021

10.11.2021, 22.11.2021

Order-in-QOriginal issued on
15.12.2021

Order-in-Appeal issued on
28.04.2022

Demand confirmed: ¥45,32,480
Disputed in Appeal

(¢} DOST

wifae ot § aftv iy o



SECTION 6 — DRAFTING ARCHITECTURE

Facts Should Not Argue

Facts tell; grounds attack.

OBJECTIVE FACTS EMOTIONAL ARGUMENTS
Neutral. Record-based. Avoid. Not appropriate.

* Avoid emotional language.
This is
* Avoid blaming the officer.
They are

always
wrong!

<<

* Avoid legal conclusions in facts. N

* Avoid irrelevant business background.

Ridiculous

* Keep facts neutral and record-based.

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop



SECTION 6 — DRAFTING ARCHITECTURE

Good Facts Are Chronological

Dates create credibility.

CASE CHRONOLOGY

* Start with relevant tax period. @ Tax Period 01.07.2019 - 30.06.2020
¢ Then mention proceedings stage-wise. ] E SCN Issued 15.09.2021
ot @ [Z)  Reply Submitted 30.09.2021
o Keep order dates and communication dates. 7 g i L
|
X - ' o Hearing Dates 10.11.2021, 22.11.2021

* Mention appeal filing history. &8

@ X OrderPassed 15.12.2021
® End with reason for approaching GSTAT.

@ [/ AppealFiled 28.04.2022

@ T GSTATFiling 15.05.2022

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop



SECTION 6 — DRAFTING ARCHITECTURE

Good Facts Are Documented

Every major fact needs a document.

SCN supports allegation history. j | SCN | N
= £
= T
= | r

e Reply supports taxpayer defence. —

® Hearing record supports natural justice.

oy . . | | ) k
e OIO supports original finding. @\ o \

e OIA supports appeal challenge. 0lo

e Computation supports demand dispute. Computation

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop



Grounds of Appeal @‘B’ \

ORDER

1. Findings 4 (O Findings

1.1 The appellant has failed to produce supporting invoices - -~ [
for the input tax credit claimed.

Grounds are legal attacks on the order.

Challenge findings, reasoning, jurisdiction
and computation where relevant.

1.2 The transactions are held to be non-genuine basedon @ ---.

third party statements. - *L@ Reasoning

1.3 The extended period of limitation is invokable. — >,
Challenge penalty and interest separately

2. Reasoning
when needed.

2.1 The submissions of the appellant are not acceptable. gEETR T 4 m Jurisdiction

|
o

2.2 The explanation regarding the flow of goods
is not satisfactory.

Keep each ground distinct, focused

and numbered. 3. Jurisdiction N ki I FFF Computation
3.1 Tax, interest and penalty are computed as under: - L
) Tax ¥45,32,480 4 S e
Do not argue a ground not set out in — %12.78,630 f )
the appeal form without Tribunal leave. Penalty 21500000 | &--" | 7T @ ERR st
Total ¥73,11,110 L N /

4. Computation

5. Penalty & Interest /.\, New ground later?
5.1 Penalty and interest are imposed as per law. s | Y Seek Tribunal leave

Tribunal may consider another ground,
but the affected party must get
hearing opportunity.

O00606

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop Legal basis: GSTAT Procedure Rules, 2025 — Rule 20; appellate discipline under Section 112.



SECTION 6 — DRAFTING ARCHITECTURE

Ground Drafting Formula

Finding = Error = Law = Relief f
e |dentify the exact finding in the order.

e Explain the precise error in that finding.

oxe

e Support the challenge with law, facts or evidence. - -> -> .
PP J Finding Error Law Relief
e Connect the ground with the relief claimed.
g Identify the exact Explain the precise Support the challenge Connect the ground
finding in the order. error in that finding. with law, facts with the relief
e Number each ground separately. : ;
or evidence. claimed.

e |f a new ground is needed later,

seek Tribunal leave first.
New ground later?

Tribunal leave required.

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop : Legal basis: GSTAT Procedure Rules, 2025 — Rules 18 & 20.



SECTION 6 — DRAFTING ARCHITECTURE

Six Ground Buckets

Use this structure for completeness.

e Jurisdiction

e Limitation

e Natural justice
e Merits

e Computation

e Penalty and interest

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop

ﬁ

1. Jurisdiction

=
“-©

4. Merits

2. Limitation

e -
e
N
Vil

-

|

ooo
ooo

j

5. Computation

3. Natural justice

6. Penalty and interest



SECTION 6 — DRAFTING ARCHITECTURE

Natural Justice Grounds

Show prejudice, not mere grievance.

No proper notice was given.

Relied documents were not supplied.

RELIED DOCUMENTS

Personal hearing was not effective.

Reply was not considered.

Order travelled beyond SCN.

000

: j HEARING
k3 OPPORTUNITY

Prejudice must be clearly explained.

PREJUDICE EXPLAINED
=== GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop



SECTION 6 — DRAFTING ARCHITECTURE

Merits Grounds

Attack the substantive demand.

e Explain why tax is not payable.

e Explain why ITC is eligible. Classif
assification

e Explain why classification or valuation is correct.

e Explain why exemption or notification applies.

e Link each argument with documents.

Valuation

Exemption

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop = -



SECTION 6 — DRAFTING ARCHITECTURE

Computation Grounds

Numbers need separate treatment.

e Challenge wrong tax calculation.

Challenge duplicate demand.

Challenge period mismatch.

[ ]

Challenge interest calculation.

Challenge penalty base.

e Attach a reconciliation statement.

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop
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TAX COMPUTATION RECONCI‘LIATION

PARTICULARS DEPARTMENT CORRECTED
FIGURES (3) FIGURES (%) VARIANCE (7)
Taxable Valye

1,2 s
ax Amol 12, -
A unt i ”,00 000
L t 00 )00 s “JOO,OGI}
v ) 1 J
n erelts 24“[:'“{] ,6“_“{)]] {80 000}
F‘El aity 3,0 |
¥ #
£ »




SECTION 6 — DRAFTING ARCHITECTURE

Penalty Grounds

[ ' PENALTY NOTICE
Penalty is not automatic. LEGAL JUSTIFICATION
= — 4312: . S haa CHECKLIST

ALLEGED NON-COMPLIANCE — ’
. e o, Penalty must b |
e Penalty must be legally justified. s é !ega"yjus;:ie; |
Period [ |
i i ection(s) Invo R Mens r l
e Mens rea may be relevant in suitable cases. Section(s) Invoked ‘ Q l'\"-‘|evan‘ta?nn;i)i’t:§;e |
I cases, |
PROPOSED PENALTY ’
e Bona fide conduct should be pleaded. ¥ 2,80,000 ‘ '_ |

e Disclosure and records may support defence. Disclosure and
ﬁ records may support

defence.

|

PENALTY IS NOT AUTOMATIC,

e Penalty should be challenged separately. AN e il
: qa Penalty should be

challenged Separately.

@ Bona fide conduct l
should be pleaded. J

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop



SECTION 6 — DRAFTING ARCHITECTURE

Prayer Clause

Prayer converts arguments into relief.

e Set aside the impugned order.

e Modify the confirmed demand.

e Delete penalty and interest where applicable.

e Remand the matter if record is incomplete.

FINAL RELIEF

e Grant consequential relief. J

e Pass any other appropriate order.

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop



SECTION 6 — DRAFTING ARCHITECTURE

Alternative Prayer

Always protect fallback relief.

® Main prayer may seek full setting aside / full relief.
® Alternative prayer may seek partial or issue-wise relief.

® Under Section 113(1), Tribunal may confirm,
modify, annul or remand.

® Remand may be requested for fresh adjudication /
decision where appropriate.

® Re-computation may be sought where figures or
working are wrong.

® Ask for consequential refund, re-credit or adjustment,
if applicable.

| GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop

APPEAL FILE

PRIMARY RELIEF

Seek full relief
as prayed.

ALTERNATIVE RELIEF

Seek partial or e

issue-wise relief.

REMAND / RE-COMPUTATION

Request fresh adjudication /
decision or re-computation
where figures or working
are wrong.

CONSEQUENTIAL RELIEF

Seek consequential refund,
re-credit or adjustment,
if applicable.

OUTCOME

Full relief granted.

OUTCOME

Partial relief
granted.

OUTCOME

Matter remanded /
re-computed.

OUTCOME

Refund / re-credit /
adjustment granted.

e -8 W oA e b e o

Legal basis: CGST Act, 2017 — Section 113(1).



SECTION 7 — EVIDENCE AND DOCUMENT STRATEGY

Evidence Must Be Controlled

Tribunal record should be complete, relevant and usable.

* File only relevant and relied-upon documents.

* Avoid dumping unnecessary papers.

* Index evidence issue-wise and mention page references.
* Keep a separate evidence chart / paper-book map.

* All documents should be clearly legible,
paged, indexed and tagged.

* Non-English documents must carry English translation.

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop | Legal basis: GSTAT Procedure Rules, 2025 — Rules 21, 23 & 45.

EVIDENCE CONTROL DASHBOARD

Complete. Relevant. Well-Organized.

RELEVANT DOCUMENTS (SELECTED) UNNECESSARY DOCUMENTS
AT (FILTERED OUT)
5 18 (Y) B 07
= o -_._\ /__. =
Selected — o Filtered Out
RELEVANT DOCUMENTS (SELECTED) UNNECESSARY DOCUMENTS (FILTERED OUT)
Sr.No. Document IssueTag  Page Ref. Sr.No. Document Reason
@ 1 [ mvoiceoo Taxability ~ 12-15 ® 1 ERARTHNEEER SR Syt
® 2 EMAIL_THREAD_2 Irrelevant
@ 2 [3 scNRrerO1 Procedural  16-22
® 3 [3) OLD_AGREEMENT_1 Outdated
@ 3 [D PAYMENT_PROOF Valuation  23-26 ® 4 MARKETING_MATERIAL  Not Relevant
5 BANK_STATEMENT_OLD Not Relevant
@ 4 [D) LEGAL_PRECEDENT Classification 27-35 ® B & = ki
® 6 WORKING_SHEET Mot Relied Upon
Q@ s CORRESPONDENCE Natural Justice  36-40 ® 7 [D EXTRA_BACKUP Duplicate
@ Total Selected Documents 18 Y Total Filtered Out 07

Non-English documents must carry English translation.
Provide certified translation along with the original.



SECTION 7 — EVIDENCE AND DOCUMENT STRATEGY

Additional Evidence — Core Rule

New material is not a matter of right.

® Additional evidence is normally not allowed.

® |t covers new oral or documentary material
not filed earlier.

® Material already on SCN /RUD / OIO / OIA
record is usually not additional evidence.

® Read CGST Rule 112 with GSTAT Procedure
Rules, 2025 Rule 45.

® Tribunal may allow it only in limited situations.

® Reasons for admission must be recorded in writing.

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop |

o0 B m I

%

EXISTING RECORD
(ALREADY ON FILE)

Documents filed with SCN /
RUD / OIO / OIA

Affidavits, statements
already on record

Orders / notices /
correspondence in the file

Material considered by the
adjudicating authority

4

USUALLY NOT
ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE

VS.

NEW MATERIAL FIRST

PRODUCED IN APPEAL

Documents not filed before
the adjudicating authority

New oral evidence /
witnesses

Certificates / reports
obtained after order

New e-way bill / invoice /
transporter record

+

MAY BE
ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE

@ Note: GSTAT Rule 112 relates to format of order, not additional evidence.

Legal basis: CGST Rules, 2017 Rule 112; GSTAT Procedure Rules, 2025 Rule 45



SECTION 7 — EVIDENCE AND DOCUMENT STRATEGY

Additional Evidence — When Can It Be Admitted?
pern @

RULE 112 + RULE 45 TEST

1
B0 -B- S

Permission exists only in limited situations.

® Earlier authority wrongly refused the evidence.

® Sufficient cause prevented earlier production.

< @

. . —> =
® Evidence is relevant to a ground of appeal. P-4 a a 2@
. o WRONG REFUSAL SUFFICIENT RELEVANT TO NO SUFFICIENT OPPORTUNITY REASONS
® Order was passed without sufficient EARLIER CAUSE APPEAL GROUND OPPORTUNITY TO REBUT IN WRITING
opportu nlty Earlier authority Sufficient cause Evidence is Order was passed Opposite side must Admission decision
wrongly refused prevented earlier relevant to a without sufficient get reasonable must record

; ; the evidence. production. ground of appeal. opportunity. chance to examine reasons in writing.
® Opposite side must get reasonable chance or rebut.
to examine or rebut. i ' 1 ' i ’
! | 4 =l | A T P P Th T 4

® Admission decision must record reasons
in writing.

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop

ADMITTED

Only if all six conditions

are satisfied.

Legal basis: CGST Rule 112(1) to (4); GSTAT Procedure Rules, 2025 Rule 45

NOT ADMITTED

If any condition
is not satisfied.



E — EVID 0 T ¥
SECTION 7 — EVIDENCE AND DOCUMENT STRATEG GST DOST

Additional Evidence — Safe GSTAT Filing Method

Use an IA, not a casual annexure upload.

@ File IA in GSTAT FORM-01 with supporting affidavit. MRS GSTEL]NG S

e oft § iR g of

gt o . CHECKLIST DOCUMENT-WISE EXPLANATION
® Title it under CGST Rule 112 read with GSTAT Rule 45. . = . :
) ) o FORM-01 |A Annexure Document Why not filed earlier Relevance to appeal
® Attach indexed annexures and document-wise |
explanation. i afhai -
P o Supporting affidavit AE-1 Bl iaiard Certl_ﬂed copy Shows tfash flc?w
received later supporting claim
® Show why each document was not filed earlier and o Indexed annexures
how it is relevant. AE-2 Transporter No sufficient Corroborates
° Explanation table certificate opportunity earlier movement of goods
® Serve the department / respondent and keep o ST e Ear P
3 roof of service o ecord available econciles figures
AE-3 CA reconciliation
prOOf of service. subsequent to SCN in dispute
o |A fee & portal upload '

® Upload electronically on the GSTAT portal;

IA fee 25.000. @ In GSTAT Procedure Rules, Rule 112 deals with format of order,
additional evidence is governed by Rule 45.

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop Legal basis: GSTAT Procedure Rules, 2025 Rules 29, 45, 49, 115 and 119; Schedule of Fees; CGST Rule 112



SECTION 7 — EVIDENCE AND DOCUMENT STRATEGY

Page Referencing

Exact page references save hearing time.

Use one continuous page numbering system
for the full paper-book.

Mention exact page references in facts,
grounds and written notes.

Avoid separate numbering inside each PDF volume.
Prepare an issue-wise page reference sheet / index.

Non-English documents must carry
English translation.

O 006 O o

Hearing is not normally set down until
translation requirement is met.

I

PAPER BOOK

[

ORGANISED FOR HEARING

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop | Legal basis: GSTAT Procedure Rules, 2025 — Rules 21, 23 & 115.

&

ISSUE-WISE PAGE REFERENCE

—

ISSUE PAGE RANGE

Jurisdiction 001 - 024

Valuation 025 - 050
Denial of Credit 051 - 082

Cm%
‘ ‘ @ Interest & Penalty 083 - 116
K

Others 117 - 150

English translation
|
Y enclosed

‘ﬂ'"t |



SECTION 8 — ADMISSION AND DEFECT MANAGEMENT

Admission Is a Process

Filing must survive scrutiny.

Appeal is submitted on portal.

» Registry checks form and documents.

» Defects may be communicated.

o Defects must be cured within allowed time.

e Appeal number confirms procedural movement.

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop



SECTION 8 — ADMISSION AND DEFECT MANAGEMENT

Common Filing Defects

Most defects are preventable.

12

DEFECT CHECKLIST

Wrong order uploaded.
* Missing self-certified copy.

* lllegible document scan.

* |ncorrect demand details.

* Missing authorisation.

1 I
B (s
B 3
g ([
s VA
B 5

e Fee or pre-deposit mismatch.

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop



SECTION 8 — ADMISSION AND DEFECT MANAGEMENT

Defect Response Strategy

Cure defects quickly and completely.

Read defect memo carefully.
DEFECT MEMO

CORRECTED FINAL
e |dentify document or data issue. VELOAD ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
. - ©
e Correct all defects in one response.

e Upload clean corrected documents.

e Keep proof of re-filing.

+ i &
. Al I )
e Track final acknowledgement.
REVIEW RECTIFY & UPLOAD TRACK
Read defect memo Correct all defects and Track final
carefully. upload clean documents. acknowledgement.

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop



SECTION 8 — ADMISSION AND DEFECT MANAGEMENT

Do Not Ignore Dashboard

CAUSE LIST

RE-FILING

Portal monitoring is litigation monitoring. e .
Ca 3 1 Matters Listed

@ My Cases Unread Alerts Pending

ALERTS

e Check re-filing tab regularly.

2 days ago Mext Listing

[3) Re-filing LS #min e Defect Raised
21 May 2025

) Email Alert 15 min ago

e Track SMS and email alerts. Cause List @ pormiosfcaton

[:._;_ﬂ Orders View All Alerts

View Re-filing View Cause List

e Monitor cause list updates. B Documents
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS CORDERS

Q Alerts 12 7
e Download acknowledgements and orders. iy T Oowrloaced Onders Avolble
ACK/2025/000456 & Order/2025/000189 20 May 2025 &
o . o u et < Order/2025/000 15 May 2025
e Maintain a portal activity log. e 8 f= w7 SMay202s &
= Faer, 5/000165 10 May 2025 kA
View All Acknewledgements 3 View All Orders

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop




SECTION 9 — CROSS OBJECTION, REPLY, REJOINDER AND IA

Cross Objection

Respondent can support and also challenge the order.

e Filed by respondent after receipt of notice of appeal.

e Filed electronically in FORM GST APL-06.

e Time limit: 45 days from receipt of notice.

e Further 45 days may be allowed on sufficient cause.

e |t may support favourable part and challenge adverse part.

e |tistreated like an appeal for disposal.

APPELLANT

APPEAL
GST APL-05

/ A

[ GSTAT
FILES APPEAL | (APPELLATE )
in GST APL-05 \ TRIBUNAL) /
@ i e
45 DAYS FURTHER 45 DAYS
FROM RECEIPT OF MAY BE ALLOWED ON
NOTICE OF APPEAL SUFFICIENT CAUSE

4|4 Legal basis: CGST Act, Section 112(5) & 112(6); CGST Rules, 2017 — Rule 110(2); GSTAT Procedure Rules, 2025 — Rule 35.

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop

RESPONDENT
CROSS OBJECTION
GST APL-06

(¢}-1)DOST
e o6 & st i 4

=

FILES CROSS OBJECTION
in GST APL-06




SECTION 9 — CROSS OBJECTION, REPLY, REJOINDER AND IA

When to File Cross Objection

What is at stake?

4

Use it strategically, not mechanically. Tax, penalty, prececnt, exposure
g
; S - (" X
® File when an adverse finding affects you.
® File when partial relief was wrongly denied. @ :@
. | | DEFEND ONLY o.....5| FILECROSS
® File when future tax, penalty or precedent risk may arise. s—— STRATEGIC OBJECTION
@ &ccegﬁir;dings as \ DECISION 5IA Challenge adverse
® File when mere defence of the order is not enough. o fineings
No challenge to ° ;
ﬁ-ﬂ\ﬁ adverse aspects }___x__\ @ g;ts;:}ezga:mz;future
. ag s f Y
® Do not use it for repetition only. ® Risk of future  Jesh A Strengthen position
adverse impact - / alll and secure relief
o ‘ . . . \. v £ K
® Cross objection is a strategic choice, not a routine filing. Strategic Fit Check

Will it strengthen your position
or protect your rights?

Legal basis: CGST Act, Section 112(5) & 112(6); FORM GST APL-06.

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop



SECTION 9 — CROSS OBJECTION, REPLY, REJOINDER AND IA

p ! APPEAL / APPLICATION REPLY / RESPONSE

Reply must answer the appeal.

o Ground 1 o Admit / Deny / Rebut
e Respondent may file reply and documents @ Ground2 @ Admit/ Deny/Rebut
within one month.
0 Ground 3 E e Admit / Deny / Rebut
° Ser\,lf‘e copy of reply and documents on the O Grounds @ Admit/ Deny / Rebut
applicant.
9 Ground 5 e Admit / Deny / Rebut
¢ Respond para-wise to appeal grounds.
@ Ground 6 e Admit / Deny / Rebut
e Admit, deny or rebut facts specifically.
®
e Add supporting facts only where necessary. T |
e D drafhadfissh i | FC!)LIEIEITMHICI;NTH ® @ SERVECOPYTO
sl el appea e EE OF ORDER / COMMUNICATION ._). APPLICANT
(RULE 36) (RULE 36)

élé GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop Legal basis: GSTAT Procedure Rule 36



SECTION 9 — CROSS OBJECTION, REPLY, REJOINDER AND IA

Rejoinder

Rejoinder answers new facts, not old arguments.

REPLY REJOINDER
@ Rejoinder arises only when reply adds new facts.
(1] b
o Bench may allow rejoinder on the GSTAT portal. 2 124
(3] ©
Q Advance copy must be served on the respondent. (4] (4]
L5 (5
Q Time: one month or Bench-directed / extended time.
o Do not repeat the appeal or repair weak grounds. : :
Igmla TIME: ONE MONTH @
@ Keep it narrow and issue-specific. or agiclipetedy/iexiEnacc SERVE ADVANCE COPY
by the Bench
on the respondent

Legal basis: GSTAT Procedure Rules, 2025 — Rule 37.

—

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop



SECTION 9 — CROSS OBJECTION, REPLY, REJOINDER AND IA

Interlocutory Application

|A seeks interim or procedural relief.

® File IA in GSTAT FORM-01 during pending proceedings.

e

IA (Interlocutory Application)

FORM-01
File in GSTAT

FORM-01

v3addV NIVIN

® Use it for interim or procedural relief only.

MAIN APPEAL

® |t may need supporting affidavit. =
AFFI T

:=. May need
supporting affidavit

® State facts, grounds and prayer clearly.
PRAYER

IAi ili \‘ State facts, grounds
. : . [5 Uil I?ry : and prayer clearly
® |Afeeis ¥5,000 unless filed by departmental authority. to the main
appeal, IA FEE
\\ not replacement. 5,000

unless filed by
departmental authority

® |tis not a substitute for the main appeal.

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop | Legal basis: GSTAT Procedure Rules 29, 49, 119 and Schedule of Fees



SECTION 9 — CROSS OBJECTION, REPLY, REJOINDER AND IA

Common IA Use Cases <

Condonation

; - : of delay
Rule 29 lists common interim requests.

e Condonation of delay oL L

i i d?rt:gtgn IA Early hearing
e Stay or direction _ .
in

GSTAT FORM-01

e Early hearing

e Rectification in order = - =
e Exemption from production of T— =), supported by affdavit "
. production of copy Rectification
copy of order appealed against Stiorda Appekiad @ coutfee: 75,000 order
against '

e Extension of time

Extension
of time
GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop |  Legal basis: GSTAT Procedure Rules 29, 49, 119 and Schedule of Fees —



SECTION 10 — HEARING AND CONDUCT BEFORE GSTAT

Cause List and Hearing Readiness

Check listing before you appear.

i
1l GSTAT PORTAL Dashboard  Causelist  Orders
@ Daily cause list is published on portal and notice board. DAILY CAUSE LIST | I GsTAT NOTICE BoAR
23 May 2025 (Friday)  (© 10:30 AM Ml Hall: Court Hall 2 b
[
" : 5. No. Appeal No. Appellant / Respondent Coram Time Status
@ \Verify appeal number, date, time and Bench. " Lt AUSELIST
1 GAPPL/102/2025 = P\: - :“":"L“ Hembel tfr”"""“” , | 0%0aM  [usTe> 23 May 2025 (Friday)
State Tax Officer on'ble Member (Technical
) . i Date
@ cCheck coram and representative details. | 2 GRS | bl | 23 Mey s
Assistant Commissioner From

10:30 AM Onwards
POR Industries

= = = it Hon'ble Member (Judicial) 30 PM (lisTeD Venue
° If Bench does not sit, fresh listing may be notified. 3 oaPRLenons deis e I

State Tax Officer Court Hall 2

LMN Traders Hor'ble Member (udicial) o PARTIES ARE ADVISED TO
5 . : 0220 P [ LEAED ATED CAUSE
4 GAPPL/89/2025 ] V5 o Han'ble Mermbar (Technical) : CHECK THE UPD
Assistant Commissionar LIST BEFORE APPEARING.

@ Never appear without checking the updated cause list.

Status Legend: [ LIsTED |IN PROGRESS | ADJOURNED [ NOT TAKEN UP |

“GSTAT

GOODS AND SERVICES TAX
APPELLATE TRIBUNAL

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop Legal basis: GSTAT Procedure Rules, 2025 — Rules 38 and 39.




SECTION 10 — HEARING AND CONDUCT BEFORE GSTAT

Hearing Preparation , 512

Prepare to assist, not to perform.

GSTAT
FROCEOURE

e Prepare a one-page issue chart.
COUNSEL

e Prepare a date chart.

e Prepare a demand reconciliation. il pE———————
» Prepare page references. = |
|I = \'u
e Prepare short case-law list. L T il e
= -
fm 12-15 :'I'{"
0 23-27 __'I;_
) 31-24 o
=) 45-48 "'I"'
o) 53-57 _',I_‘_

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop p— . —_— ’ ——



SECTION 10 — HEARING AND CONDUCT BEFORE GSTAT

Issue Chart

The Bench must see the dispute quickly.

— ISSUE CHART — —

ISSUE

INVOLVED

¢ |ssue involved

FINDING IN

¢ Finding in the order THEDRDCR

Appellant’s challenge

APPELLANT’S
CHALLENGE

¢ Supporting page numbers

¥ sueporting
PAGE NUMBERS

¢ Relief sought
RELIEF

SOUGHT

e Case law, if any

B caseraw,
IF ANY

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop




SECTION 10 — HEARING AND CONDUCT BEFORE GSTAT

Date Chart

Chronology prevents confusion.

o . |=| | SCNdate

F—= —-{\ u /l Reply date
2w
e SCN date E
o / E\\l Hearina dat
T earing date
e Reply date =t/ g

* Hearing date -(/O ) 0lO date
; ,.

e OIlO date

7 AN
. o——| & | First appeal date
e First appeal date

e OIA communication date

o- i " OIA communication date

o GSTAT filing date

=
S @ | GSTAT filing date

© 0000 00e
D

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop



SECTION 10 — HEARING AND CONDUCT BEFORE GSTAT

Hearing Sequence _

Appellant first. Respondent next. Appellant reply last.

L

(V] Appellant opens the case.

(/] Respondent answers the appeal.
&@ Appellant may make a short reply.

@ Relief should be stated clearly.

APPELLANT RESPONDENT APPELLANT REPLY
Opens the case. Answers the appeal. Makes a short reply.

@ Use page references during arguments.
;@ ‘ The Tribunal hears in this sequence

to ensure fairness and orderly conduct.

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop Legal basis: GSTAT Procedure Rules, 2025 — Rule 41; CGST Act, Section 113(1).



SECTION 10 — HEARING AND CONDUCT BEFORE GSTAT

Suggested Hearing Flow

Argue in decision sequence. T
e Maintainability o = (@ S e
e Limitation 00 @ l Penalty and interest -3
e Natural justice 6 o < ) i Computation

e Merits o O (}9 j Merits

e Computation e OC @ 1 Natural justice

* Penalty and interest e e () J Limitation

¢ P ()
rayer o o \E&/

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop

Maintainability

¥



SECTION 10 —HEARING AND CONDUCT BEFORE GSTAT

Lead With the Strongest Point

Do not begin with long history.

Start with the core issue. =

\ ’
State the relief sought. QE/'
KEY ISSUE

Show the error in the order.

* Give page reference immediately.

Then develop supporting arguments.

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop



SECTION 10 — HEARING AND CONDUCT BEFORE GSTAT

Bench Conduct

Professional tone builds credibility.

e Address the Bench respectfuily.

e Do not interrupt unnecessarily.
e Do not argue with the department personally.
e Do not exaggerate facts.

e Concede neutral facts where required.

e Stay record-based.




SECTION 10 — HEARING AND CONDUCT BEFORE GSTAT

Hearing Toolkit

Discipline makes advocacy effective.

& Keep synopsis, chronology and prayer note ready.

0 Carry paged paper book and case law compilation.

0 Give citation list and copies before proceedings.

0 Cases are called in cause-list order, subject to Bench orders.
@ Maintain court decorum and do not waste Bench time.

o Hearing may be physical or electronic.

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop Legal basis: GSTAT Procedure Rules, 2025 — Rules 56, 57, 58 and 115.

HEARING
PREPARATION
FOLDER

GSTAT APPEAL

S

» Supreme Court

* High Courts

* Tribunals

+» GSTAT Orders

¢ Circulars / Notifications
+ Statutes & Rules

PAGED PAPER BOOK o
INDEX i

- Appeal Memo ! b
:. Statement of Facts 03
. Groungs B
4 D“‘”menh 04
S. ""ne:ures F o
5. Case Lay S| COURT DECORUM

7. Oth i |
CITATIONS LIST | *Authorite Sl (O 8e puncruay
| . “Lua

B Be Prepareq

(1]
% Be Respectry

PHYSICAL HEARING ELECTRONIC HEARING




SECTION 10 — HEARING AND CONDUCT BEFORE GSTAT

Case Law Discipline

Fewer cases, stronger relevance.

e Use only relevant judgments.

e State ratio and factual similarity.

® Link each case with a specific ground.
e Keep full text and citations ready.

® Qive citation list and copies to Court Officer.

® @

CITATION LIST

Citation Ground Link

RELEVANT RELEVANT RELEVANT

JUDGMENT JUDGMENT JUDGMENT

2 3

RATIO
&

RATIO RATIO

& &
SFACTUA L FACTUAL FACTUAL
IMILARITY SIMILARITY SIMILARITY

—_—

/ COMPILETE TEXT

&
CITATfONS

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop |  Legal basis: GSTAT Procedure Rules, 2025 — Rule 56.

2024 (GSTAT) 101 Ground A

2023 (BSTAT) 256 Ground B

2022 (GSTAT) 178 Ground ©

READY COPIES
FOR HEARING




SECTION 10 — HEARING AND CONDUCT BEFORE GSTAT

Evidence at Hearing

New material needs permission.

Additional evidence is not a matter of right.
Tribunal may allow it for sufficient cause or necessity.
Reasons for admission must be recorded.

Affidavit evidence may be directed.

Opposite side must get fair opportunity.

Cross-examination may be allowed where justice requires.

)
ADDITIONAL .‘ ->
EVIDENCE
iy — =
i i
1. NEW MATERIAL 2. TRIBUNAL 3. REASONS 4. EXAMINATION
FILED CONSIDERS RECORDED MAY BE DIRECTED
Party seeks to file Allowed only for Reasons for Affidavit evidence
additional evidence sufficient cause admission must may be directed.
at the hearing. or necessity. be recorded. Cross-examination

may be allowed
where justice
@ requires.

. ADMITTED (IF ALLOWED)

AND TAKEN ON RECORD

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop Legal basis: GSTAT Procedure Rules, 2025 — Rules 45 and 46.

5. FAIR
OPPORTUNITY

Opposite side
must get fair
opportunity.



SECTION 10 — HEARING AND CONDUCT BEFORE GSTAT

Adjournment Discipline

ADJOURNMENT LIMIT

PER PARTY
More than three

adjournments are
not allowed.

Adjournment is limited, not routine.

Adjournment needs sufficient cause.

Reasons are recorded in writing.

Morethan three adournments are ot allowed

to a party. ;b.l ""‘":"'j/ o K} A K}
= =
o]

Request should

Adjournment needs Reasons are normally be made
sufficient cause. recorded in writing. before the Bench

Registrar acts only in exceptional cases as directed.

Registrar acts only in exceptional cases EXCEPTIONAL CASES
== = = — as directed. AS DIRECTED
GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop Legal basis: CGST Act, Section 113(2); GSTAT Procedure Rules, 2025 — Rules 16 and 47.

Request should normally be made before the Bench.




SECTION 10 — HEARING AND CONDUCT BEFORE GSTAT

Default, Ex Parte and Restoration

-~

Non-appearance can change the result. “he=a  HEARING DATE
= =v—, Notice issued to
as *a\i-,) both parties

o Appellant absence may lead to dismissal for default. 3

0 Tribunal may also decide on merits.

(2,) RESPONDENT ABSENT

o Sufficient cause may support restoration.

@ Respondent absence may lead to ex parte hearing. « 515

"""*!' ] EXPARTE
== HEARING
, DISMISSAL DECISION
° Hearing dates must be tracked carefully. FOR DEFAULT ON MERITS
o J
L 4

=1 RESTORATION
E(?) On showing
sufficient cause

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop Legal basis: GSTAT Procedure Rules, 2025 — Rules 42 and 43.



SECTION 11 — ORDER AND POST-ORDER ACTION

Order After Hearing

Written order follows structured hearing.

o Every order is written, signed and dated.

within thirty days.

this period.

decided within one year.

Last date of hearing is typed on the first page.

Final order should ordinarily be pronounced

Holidays and vacations are excluded for

Appeals should, as far as possible, be

GOODS AND SERVICES TAX
APPELLATE TRIBUNAL

ORDER
Appeal No. GAPPL/145/2025

This appeal came up for final hearing on the date mentioned below.
Heard the learned Authorized Representative for the Appellant
and the learned Departmental Representative.

LAST DATE OF HEARING
23 May 2025

For the reasons recorded in the Order, the appeal is disposed of in
terms of the operative part.

Sdj/-
(Member - Judicial)
Member - Technical

GSTAT

EAIR. EFFICIENT. JUST

ORDER PRONOINCEMENT WORKFLOW

@@ O0d

HEARING COMPLETED
Final arguments concluded.

v

ORDER PREPARED
Written, signed and dated.

v

WITHIN 30 DAYS*
Order ought to be pronounced.

-

HOLIDAYS & VACATIONS
Excluded for this period.

v

APPEAL DECIDED WITHIN 1 YEAR
As far as possible.

* Ordinarily within thirty days,

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop |

Legal basis: GSTAT Procedure Rules, 2025 — Rules 51 and 103; CGST Act, Section 113(4).



SECTION 11 — ORDER AND POST-ORDER ACTION

Final Order

Read the operative part first.

e Tribunal may confirm, modify or annul.

e Tribunal may remand for fresh
adjudication / decision.

e Read the operative relief before
the reasoning.

e Last paragraph usually controls
practical action.

e Order is normally pronounced within 30 days.

GSTAT Appeal Fi L]ng Workshop Legal basis: Section 113(1), CGST Act; GSTAT Procedure Rules, 2025 — Rules 100 and 103.

IN THE GOODS AND SERVICES
TAX APPELLATE TRIBUNAL

APPEALNO. __ OF20__

ORDER

TRIBUNAL ORDER

OPERATIVE PART
a;.j I‘Zs

! Accordingly, the appeal is allowed in part,
| the impugned order is set aside to the extent
indicated above and the matter is remanded
to the adjudicating authority for fresh
decision in accordance with law.
| No order as to costs.




SECTION 11 — ORDER AND POST-ORDER ACTION

Order Reading Checklist

Do not stop at the result.

ORDER READING CHECKLIST
——— g

. . ' AP 3 .-
e Check what demand is confirmed or deleted. ' . @ | Check what demang
I. | is confirmed or delgted
e Check penalty, interest and consequential relief. | — 9 R et
\ e s - ] | consequentia['relief‘ et
e  Check whether the matter is remanded. i - | Check whether the
I'. -t I matter is remanded.
Check whether any direction is time-bound. i 3 @ Check wheth
y I 1 : | direction nse t.&aﬂwna
e  Check refund / adjustment / compliance steps. | 4 | e |' foﬁgflgi?engtfad;ustment; .
| [ . eps.

* Read the last paragraph carefully. | ol feizad the last paragraph

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop | Legal basis: GSTAT Procedure Rules, 2025 — Rule 100.



SECTION 11 — ORDER AND POST-ORDER ACTION

Operative Portion

Last paragraph controls implementation.

e Relief should be clear and precise.
e Directions should be noted separately.
e Departmental action must be tracked.

e Refund / adjustment / remand action must be
followed up.

e Further remedy should be evaluated after
reading the last paragraph.

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop Legal basis: GSTAT Procedure Rules, 2025 — Rule 100.

P

s

IN THE GOODS AND SERVICES
TAX APPELLATE TRIBUNAL

APPEAL NO. OF 20

ORDER

OPERATIVE PORTION

(¢3.4 | DOST

Understand

relief 01
Note

directions 02
Track

department 03
action

Follow up

refund / adjustment / 04
remand action

Evaluate
further remedy 05



SECTION 11 — ORDER AND POST-ORDER ACTION

Rectification — Core Rule

Correct apparent error; do not re-argue merits.

—t

- |

AL ORDER :
' TRIBUNAL
e Section 113(3) covers error apparent on the face of record. - Sec. 113(3)
e |t includes clerical mistake, accidental slip or omission. ORDER
. error apparent
e Tribunal may rectify on its own motion or when error @ | @ clerical
is brought to notice. the amount, —> the amount. accidental slip
e Party-side rectification application is filed online in FORM-01
GSTAT FORM-01.
MERITS / DECISION S
* Rule 108 requires filing within one month from final order. '
@ 3 months |
outer window

e Safe practice: file within one month; do not wait for
the three-month outer window.

N
NOT OPEN FOR RECDNSIDERAT\O

Legal basis: CGST Act, Section 113(3); GSTAT Procedure Rules, 2025 — Rules 108 and 115.

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop



SECTION 11 — ORDER AND POST-ORDER ACTION

— ——

Rectification Strategy

File narrowly and within time.

* |dentify the exact apparent error.

* Quote the relevant order paragraph.
* Explain the correction required.

* File online in GSTAT FORM-01.

* File within one month as safe practice.

* No fee is payable for rectification.

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop | Legal basis: GSTAT Procedure Rules, 2025 — Rule 108; CGST Rule 110(6).

RECTIFICATION APPLICATION

=

2 B

4

Exact Error

Order Paragraph

Correction Required

FORM-01

One Month

(¢34 DOST

wifem ot & o o oft




SECTION 11 — ORDER AND POST-ORDER ACTION

Costs

Weak conduct can become expensive.

e Tribunal may impose costs.

e Defaulting party may bear legal expenses.

e Abuse of process may attract exemplary costs.
e Costs may follow irresponsible procedure.

e Responsible filing protects credibility.

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop ‘ Legal basis: GSTAT Procedure Rules, 2025 — Rules 102 and 120.




SECTION 8 — RECUSAL AND BENCH INTEGRITY

Recusal in GSTAT — Core Rule

Neutrality matters; party preference does not.

: : DISCLOSE
® Rule 106 deals with recusal of the President or a Member. o POTENTIAL CONFLICT

® |t may arise from personal, family or professional connection.

® |t may arise from prior role as advisor, representative, ' ‘ 7
expert or witness. O
® |t may also arise where continued participation appears AR TS ke b i
: : v v -
Inappropriate.
| o0 s 0
® Reasons may be recorded, but parties cannot demand B (]
those reasons. RELATIONSHIP PRIOR ROLE FAIRNESS CONCERN
g L v ; v i Any personal, family or Prior role as advisor, Where continued
® Recusal pFOtECtS institutional fa”ness! not lltlgatlon Stratng- professional connection representative, expert participation appears
with a party. or witness. inappropriate.

Legal basis: GSTAT Procedure Rules, 2025 — Rule 106. |  GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop



SECTION 8 — RECUSAL AND BENCH INTEGRITY (¢ }J1DOST

Recusal in GSTAT — Concept Through
a Public Case Study

Use a public debate only to explain the concept, not as precedent.

e oft § iR g of

* ARVIND KEJRIWAL CASE-STUDY LENS -

e The Arvind Kejriwal recusal debate is used
only as a public illustration. 4\’_ s : & ﬁ _) o
r 0 o,

® The real question is whether objective conflict exists.

® Rule 106 governs recusal of the President or a Member.

Recusal Apprehension Court Real conflict Lesson:
® Mere apprehension, discomfort or dissatisfaction issue raised alleged examines or mere objective conflict
is not enough by itself. grounds perception? matters

® Use the example only to explain concept, not case merits.

@ lllustrative public case-study only; not cited as precedent.
® In GSTAT, neutrality matters more than bench preference.

Legal basis: GSTAT Procedure Rules, 2025 — Rule 106. | GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop



SECTION 11 — ORDER AND POST-ORDER ACTION

Recusal — Practical Takeaways

Objective conflict, not mere discomfort.

® Check actual conflict first.

¢ Collect objective facts.

® Make a focused request only if needed.
* Avoid speculative allegations.

* Avoid judge-shopping strategy.

® Preserve fairness and credibility.

Safe GSTAT Approach

Identify Assess Collect Make a Respect the Uphold

Potential Actual Objective Focused Process and Fairness & Integrity
Conflict Conflict Facts Request Await Credibility Preserved
(if needed) Decision

o Appropriate Use:  real conflict

@ Misuse: unfavourable Bench

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop | Legal basis: GSTAT Procedure Rules, 2025 — Rule 106.



SECTION 12 — PRACTICAL CLOSING

The GSTAT Success Formula

Time. Record. Drafting. Hearing.

e File within limitation.

e Maintain complete record.

« Draft precise grounds. " | {R

e Upload clean documents.

Record Drafting Hearing

» Argue with page references.

e Track order and compliance.

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop



SECTION 12 — PRACTICAL CLOSING

What Not To Do

Avolid these appeal mistakes.

e Do not file on the last day.

* Do not upload unreadable documents.
e Do not draft vague grounds.

e Do not mismatch demand figures.

e Do not overuse case laws.

e Do not treat IA as main appeal.

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop

[-
€

Do not file on
the last day.

l-
O

Do not mismatch
demand figures.

Do not upload
unreadable
documents.

g
o

Do not overuse
case laws.

l-
©

Do not draft
vague grounds.

o
(6]

Do not treat |A as
main appeal.



SECTION 12 — PRACTICAL CLOSING

Final Takeaway

GSTAT appeal is record-to-relief strategy.

Record creates credibility.

Drafting creates clarity.

Procedure creates maintainability.

Hearing creates persuasion.

Order creates final consequence.

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop

RECORD DRAFTING PROCEDURE HEARING

credibility. maintainability. persuasion.

R
5

ORDER

creates
final
conseguence.



SECTION 12 — PRACTICAL CLOSING

Closing Slide

A good appeal helps the Bench decide correctly.

e Be clear on facts.

* Be precise on law.

e Be disciplined on procedure.

e Be fair in hearing.

* Be specific in prayer.

GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop



PRACTICAL CLOSING

Thank You

Questions and Discussion

Clear record.

* Precise drafting.
* Disciplined procedure.
* Focused hearing.

e [Effective relief.

= GSTAT Appeal Filing Workshop
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