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Even as the DMK and 
its allies are battling 
against the ongoing 
Special Intensive 

Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls 
in Tamil Nadu, the parties on 
Tuesday staged massive protest 
demonstrations across the 
State to condemn the exercise 
as an attempt at mass deletion 
of voters to favour the BJP. 

Painting the ECI and Modi 
government in black, the 

protests were also a show of 
strength and solidarity among 
the allies of the DMK-led Secular 
Progressive Front, comprising 
the Congress, VCK, Left Parties, 
MDMK, the Muslim parties, 
and others. Apart from senior 
DMK functionaries, MPs and 
MLAs, TNCC president K 
Selvaperunthagai, VCK leader 
Thol Thirumavalavan, MP; 
Vaiko, MP of MDMK; P 
Shanmugham of CPI(M), and 
his CPI counterpart M 
Veerapandiyan took part in 
the protest demonstrations. 

In the coastal Thoothukudi, 
it was MP Kanimozhi, the 
DMK’s Parliamentary Party 
leader and the party’s Deputy 
General Secretary, who led 
the demonstration. “In total 
disregard of the opposition 
to this SIR from the very 
beginning by the DMK and 
other opposition parties, the 
EC is implementing it in an 
autocratic manner. We are not 
opposed to the SIR, but demand 
that it should not be done in 
a tearing hurry when a few 
months are left for the assembly 

election. The EC is acting as 
the handmaiden of the BJP-led 
Union Government, and the 
SIR will result in the 
disenfranchisement of a vast 
majority of minorities, Dalits, 
and those engaged in agriculture,” 
she said. 

Supporters and functionaries 
of the DMK and its alliance 
partners in thousands, carrying 
placards, demanding that the 
Election Commission give up 
the SIR, took part in the protests 
held at all the District 
headquarters. 

Chief Minister and DMK 
president MK Stalin, elated 
at the huge success of the 
state-wide protests, in an ‘X’ 
post said, “Preventing the SIR 
is the major task before us. 
On the one hand, we are 
carrying a legal battle against 
the SIR, which attempts to 
strip the voting right, the very 
foundation of democracy, and 
on the other, we are launching 
the struggle on the ground. 
We have launched #WarRoom 
#Helpline to help prevent the 
confusion in SIR. We, the 
Secular Progressive Front, will 
carry on the struggle to protect 
our right to vote and fight the 
great danger that is SIR.”
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The Special Investigation Team 
(SIT) probing the Sabarimala 
temple gold heist case arrested 
N. Vasu, former Devaswom 
Commissioner and President 
of the Travancore Devaswom 
Board (TDB), on Tuesday. 

Vasu is the third accused in 
the case. He was taken into 
custody after being questioned 
by the SIT for two consecutive 
days and will be produced 
before the Ranni court. Other 
officials arrested earlier reportedly 
stated that they acted under 
Vasu’s instructions. 

According to the SIT, it was 
N. Vasu, then Devaswom 
Commissioner, who directed 
officials to record that the 
gold-plated layers on the 
Dwarapalaka sculptures and 
the sanctum sanctorum (Sreekovil) 
door frames at the Sabarimala 
shrine were made of copper. 

Vasu became the President 
of the Travancore Devaswom 
Board (TDB) in November 2019. 
He had served as the Devaswom
Commissioner from 1 February, 
2018, to 31 March, 2019. 

His arrest marks a major 

development in the high-profile 
case involving the alleged theft 
of gold used for plating the 
temple’s sanctum sanctorum 
doors and Dwarapalaka idols 
at the Sabarimala temple in 
2019. Opposition Leader V.D. 
Satheesan had earlier alleged 
that Vasu was close to CM 
Pinarayi Vijayan and the CPI-M. 
He claimed that with Vasu’s 
arrest, ministers and CPI-M 
leaders linked to the Sabarimala 
gold loot would also come under 
scrutiny. 

So far, the prime accused 
Unnikrishnan Potty, former 
Sabarimala Administrative 
Officer Murari Babu, former 
Executive Officer Sudheesh 
Kumar, and former TDB 
Thiruvabharanam Commissioner 
K.S. Biju have been arrested in 
connection with the case. 

The case pertains to the 
alleged theft of gold from the 
gold-plated door frames and 
Dwarapalaka idols at the 
Sabarimala temple’s sanctum 
sanctorum. 

The Kerala High Court, which 
is monitoring the SIT investigation, 
recently granted permission 
for a scientific examination to 
determine the extent of gold 
loss. 
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Debunking the protests by 
the ruling DMK and its allies 
across Tamil Nadu against 
the Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) of electoral rolls as a 
diversionary tactic to conceal 
the Stalin government’s failure, 
BJP leader and Union Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
on Tuesday claimed that the 
Chief Minister’s assembly 
constituency in Chennai itself 
had 4,379 fake voters. 

“The SIR exercise is being 
carried out to remove fake 
voters only. But Chief Minister 
MK Stalin is deriding it as a 
conspiracy. Even in his Kolathur 
constituency, there are 4,379 
fake voters. Deputy Chief 
Minister Udhayanidhi doesn’t 
even know what the SIR is 
about, and the DMK protest 
is an attempt to hoodwink 
the people,” she said, while 
addressing the media, after 
participating in the Zonal 
Core-Committee meeting of 
the BJP in Coimbatore. 

Statewide stir by DMK allies 
against SIR ahead of polls

Sabarimala gold heist: SIT 
arrests former Devaswom 
Commissioner N Vasu

Chief Minister Stalin’s Kolathur constituency has 4,379 fake voters, alleges Nirmala Sitharaman
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Telangana Chief Minister A 
Revanth Reddy on Tuesday 
appealed to BJP leaders and 
Union ministers G Kisan 
Reddy and Bandi Sanjay 
Kumar to confer Padma Sri 
on Telugu poet Ande Sri, who 
passed away yesterday. 

He said that the state 
government would write to 
the Centre urging it to confer 

the award on the poet who 
inspired the statehood 
movement with his numerous 
songs, particularly the state 

anthem “Jaya Jayahe Telangana”. 
The chief minister, who 

participated in the last rites 
of the departed poet, lamented 
that the state government 
had written to the Centre last 
year too but received no 
response. 

Participating in the funeral 
at Ghatkesar, he carried the 
bier in the last journey of the 
poet. Later, he announced a 
memorial to be built in memory 
of Ande Sri and promised a 

government job to a family 
member. 

He recalled the significant 
role played by the great poet 
during the statehood movement 
through his songs and poems. 
He even appealed to the two 
Union ministers for their 
cooperation to recognise his 
contribution. “Let both the 
state and Central governments 
strive for the Padma award 
to the great Telangana writer,” 
said Reddy. 

CM Reddy calls for Padma award for departed Telangana poet Ande Sri
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Passenger bus catches fire on 
Hyderabad-Vijayawada highway: 
 
Hyderabad: Passengers of a private bus had a narrow 
escape as it caught fire on the Hyderabad-Vijayawada 
highway in the early hours of Tuesday.  The bus, which was 
going to Kandukur from Hyderabad, suddenly caught fire 
near Pittampally in Chityala mandal of Telangana’s 
Nalgonda district.  The driver noticed smoke coming out of 
the engine and immediately stopped the bus. He alerted the 
passengers, who all got down before the flames engulfed the 
vehicle.  There were 29 passengers aboard the bus belonging 
to a private travel agency. The vehicle was completely gutted 
before a fire engine reached the spot to douse the flames.  
Police rushed to the spot and took up the investigation.  The 
Telugu states have seen a series of road accidents involving 
buses during the last three weeks.  A head-on collision 
between an RTC bus and a tipper truck in Telangana’s 
Rangareddy district claimed 19 lives on 3 November. 

Coimbatore couple ‘digitally 
arrested’ by cyber fraudsters: 
 
Chennai: Panic spread through a quiet neighbourhood in 
Tamil Nadu's Coimbatore after a 65-year-old man and his 
wife were allegedly "digitally arrested" and confined inside 
their home for nearly two days by cybercriminals posing as 
officials from the Defence Ministry and Mumbai Police. The 
elderly couple, residents of Ramanathapuram, received a 
distressing phone call from a man claiming to be an official 
from the Ministry of Defence in Mumbai.  The caller falsely 
alleged that the man's Aadhaar number was linked to bank 
transactions involving terrorist groups and said the matter 
was under investigation.  To "verify" his financial records, 
the caller demanded details of the couple's bank accounts.  
Soon after, another individual appeared on a video call 
dressed in a police uniform and identified himself as an 
officer from the Mumbai Police cybercrime wing. 

Kerala losing out on Central schemes 
due to state’s ‘apathy’, says BJP: 
 
Kozhikode: Former Kerala BJP chief K. Surendran accused 
the state government of denying citizens the benefits of 
major Central schemes by “failing” to release its share of 
funds.  Surendran said the PM Modi's flagship programme 
‘Jal Jeevan Mission’, aimed at providing tap water to all 
households, was stalled in Kerala due to the state’s inaction. 
“Centre has already sanctioned Rs 7,600 crore, but the 
Kerala government has not released its matching 
contribution,” he said. He alleged that similar negligence has 
affected several other Central projects. Pradhan Mantri 
Awas Yojana-Urban which seeks to provide affordable 
housing, has made little progress, while the Pradhan Mantri 
Gram Sadak Yojana, intended to improve rural connectivity, 
has been delayed. He said that even though the Centre had 
declared major Kerala cities as Smart Cities, issues such as 
waterlogging in Thiruvananthapuram remain unresolved. 

BRIEFLY

 

I, TAHAMINA Khatun, 
D/o. Sadik Mondal, resid-
ing at Vill.: Master Colony, 
P.O.+P.S.: Gobardanga, 
Dist.: N 24 Pgns. to change 
my name Tahamina 
Khatun to Trishika Bapari 
vide an affidavit Ld. Judicial 
Magistrate 1st Class at 
Barasat dtd. 12-08-25 (No. 
4024). 

 
I, CAMELIA Karmakar, 

W/o. Subir Karmakar of 4, 
Maniktala, Makhla, 
Hooghly-712245, W.B., 
hereby declare that I have 
changed my name from 
Komalia Karmakar to 
Camelia Karmakar and 
hereafter be known as 
Camelia Karmakar, vide 
Affidavit No. 21375, dated: 
06-11-2025 before The 
Hon’ble 1st Class Judicial 
Magistrate at Chinsurah, 
Hooghly (Sadar).  

 
I, AJAY  Muljibhai 

Sidpara, S/o. Muljibhai 
Panchabhai Sidpara, resid-
ing at Flat No. NFA-55, IIT 
Kharagpur-721302, West 
Bengal, declare that Ajay 
Muljibhai Sidpara and 
Ajaykumar Muljibhai 
Sidpara are the same per-
son and identical and shall 
henceforth be known as 
Ajay Muljibhai Sidpara as 
declared before the 1st 
Class Judicial Magistrate 
Kharagpur. 

 

I, DILIP Kumar Sethia, 
S/o. Late Sardarmal Sethia, 
residing at 365/14, G.T. 
Road, Howrah Municipal 
Corp., Golabari, Howrah-
711106 shall henceforth be 
known as Dilip Sethia as 
declared before the First 
Class Judicial Magistrate, 
Howrah Court, West 
Bengal, vide Affidavit No. 
1912, dated: 13-10-2025. 
Dilip Kumar Sethia and 
Dilip Sethia both are same 
and one identical person. 

 
I, SHAKIR Randerian, 

S/o. Gulam Mohammad 
Taher, resident of Orbit 
Enclave, Flat-5ABC, 12/3A, 
Picaso Bithi, Kolkata-
700017, West Bengal, India, 
do hereby declare that I 
have changed my name 
from Shakir Randerian to 
Abdur Rahim Shakir 
Randerian and henceforth I 
shall be known as Abdur 
Rahim Shakir Randerian in 
all purposes, vide Affidavit 
No. 1595 sworn before the 
Learned Judicial Magistrate 
at Kolkata on 5th June, 
2025. Abdur Rahim Shakir 
Randerian and Shakir 
Randerian both are same 
and one identical person. 

 

 

I, FIZA Randerian, W/o. 
Abdur Rahim Shakir 
Randerian, resident of 
Orbit Enclave, Flat-5B, 
12/3A, Picaso Bithi, P.O.: 
Circus Avenue, Kolkata-
700017, West Bengal, India, 
do hereby declare that I 
have changed my name 
from Fiza Randerian to Fiza 
Faaria Randerian and 
henceforth I shall be known 
as Fiza Faaria Randerian in 
all purposes, vide Affidavit 
No. 1595 sworn before the 
Learned Judicial Magistrate 
at Kolkata on 5th June, 
2025. Fiza Faaria Randerian 
and Fiza Randerian both 
are same and one identical 
person. 

 
I, SK JAKIR Hossain, R/o. 

Maheshtala now known as 
SK Jakir affidavit  
04-11-2025. 
 
  

 
 
 

CHANGE OF NAME CHANGE OF NAME CHANGE OF NAME

Classified

TENDER

The Statesman 

TO BOOK  AN  
ADVERTISEMENT 

PLEASE CALL

CCLASSIFIEDLASSIFIED

98307 80924 
(SHUBHRO DEV MITRA) 

98308 74087 
033 4801 8471

All Advertisements are carried 
Free of cost 

on our website 
https://epaper.thestatesman.com

Readers are requested to make  appropriate enquiries 
and seek appropriate advice before sending money, 
incurring  any expenses, acting on medical recommen-
dations or entering into any commitment in relation to 
any advertisement published in this publication. The 

Statesman Group doesn't vouch any claim made by the advertisers of products and services. The printer, 
publisher, Editor and  owners of The Statesman Group publications shall not be held liable for any con-
sequences, in the event such claims are not honoured by the advertisers. For any loss incurred, the onus 
lies entirely with advertisers and not with the publication.

“No genuine voter will be 
removed or disenfranchised,” 
she asserted, and asked the 
Opposition parties whether 
no SIR had been held earlier. 
“SIR had been held 10 times 
before the year 2000 and 
thrice after that. While SIR is 
a revision, Udhayanidhi claims 
it is a ‘restriction’ and the DMK 
paints a picture as though the 
BJP had imposed it. It had 

happened when the DMK was 
sharing power at the Centre,” 
countered the Finance Minister, 
while defending the SIR exercise. 

Maintaining that the ECI 
is constitutionally mandated 
under Articles 324 and 329 to 
revise the electoral rolls ahead 
of every election, she said: “Of 
the 4,379 fake voters in Kolathur, 
933 had bogus addresses and 
30 shared the same address. 

There are over 7 lakh duplicate 
voters, 20 lakh fake entries, 
and 35 lakh migrated voters, 
taking the total number of 
ineligible entries in the State 
to 68 lakh.” She then asked: 
“Should not such fake voters 
and ineligible entries be 
removed?” 

The Finance Minister accused 
the DMK and other opposition 
parties of weakening statutory 

and constitutional institutions, 
saying they blame the EVMs 
whenever the BJP wins and 
are now targeting the EC. 
Responding to a question on 
Rahul Gandhi’s ‘Vote Chori’ 
expose, she dismissed the 
Congress leader's claims, saying: 
“He shouts ‘Vote Chori’ by 
twisting facts, be it Bihar, 
Haryana, or Maharashtra. It 
is the fear of losing the elections.” 
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